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Former LU students
married on campus
BY SHAUNNA COOPER

T

here is a saying that goes, “If you love someone, let them be free.
When they come back, they will love you forever; if they don’t
come back, they never loved you in the first place.”
So is the case for Di’Marco L. Hanley and De’Metria R. Adams.
After being separated due to life circumstances, the pair reunited
and on March 30 became the first couple in Langston University’s
please see “first marriage,” pg.6

photo by Shaunna Cooper

Di’Marco Hanley and De’Metria Adams exchange wedding rings
during their impromptu wedding ceremony held in the chapel last
Wednesday.
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Marv Johnson chosen
as new Mr. Langston
BY LATRISE HORTON

M

arv Johnson, a sophomore
biology major from Oklahoma City, was chosen as the new
Mr. Langston during the Mr.
Langston Scholarship Pageant
held on Saturday, April 4 in the I.W.
Young Auditorium.
The
other
contestants
competiting for the title were Jasen
Johnson,a sophomore agribusiness
major from Shawnee, Okla.; Marcus
Goss, a junior business management major from Vallejo, Calif.; and
Gregory Thompson, a senior English education major from New
Orleans, La. The contestants competed in a talent, formal wear, interview, and oratorical competition.
Mr. Langston, along with Miss
Langston, serves as the official
ambassador for Langston University during his reigning year. He
receives a complimentary room in
a residence hall, a tuition fee waiver,
and a stipend of $1,600.
When asked how he feels to be
Mr. Langston, Johnson stated that
he felt honored.
“It hasn’t really hit me yet. I
mean, I know I’m Mr. Langston, but
it just hasn’t hit me,” Johnson said.
Former Mr. Langston, Wendell
Graham, felt mixed emotions about
giving up his title.
“I feel overjoyed and sad about
passing it [ the crown] on. I was
overjoyed for somebody else to
become Mr. Langston, but I was
sad because I don’t have the title.
But I’m quick to get over the sadness.”
When asked how he felt about
winning, Johnson said, “Everyone
please see “Mr. Langston” pg.4

photo by De’ Shawn Saffold

Marv Johnson takes his first steps as Mr. Langston.
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BY TATYANA-LASHAY JOHNSON

L

angston University’s Nutrition
and Dietetics Club are helping
students become more knowledgeable about healthy food choices.
The club’s mission is to spread the
word about nutrition to the
Langston students and community.
During the month of March,
which was National Nutrition
Month, the club provided health
tips, hosted community service
seminars, sold nutritional
smoothies, and gave students information on nutrition over
KALU’s airwaves.
The club, which was started in
2001, has 17 members and two advisors—Dr. Ada Knight and Ora
Moten.
The smoothies the club sold,
which contained real fruit, were a
healthy treat that cost only $2.

“I thought it was a good idea that
the club sold smoothies; it was
healthy but tasty at the same time,”
said August Gregory, a sophomore
physical education major from Chicago, Ill.
The Nutrition and Dietetics Club
and the Mary Mahoney Clinic collaborated to host a health and awareness fair on March 29.
The fair focused on enhancing
people’s knowledge of different
health issues.
“Diabetes, hypertension, and
strokes are disproportionably high
among African-Americans,” said
Myesha Stephney, president of the
Nutrition and Dietetics Club, and a
nutrition and dietetics major from
Midwest City, Okla.,
A registered dietitian was on
hand to answer all questions that
the students or community members had. Each person was allowed

AUTHORS!!
Appearing Live and in
Person

photo by De’ Shawn Saffold

Members of Langston’s Nutrition and Dietetics Club sell
nutritioussmoothies as part of National Nutrition Month.
to get their cholesterol, glucose levels, and blood pressure tested.
Stephney wants people to know
they should eat everything in mod-

eration, complete thirty minutes of
a physical activity per day, reduce
their sodium intake, and try to make
healthy food choices.

The Beta Upsilon chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.
invite you to attend the
Miss Jabberwock Pageant

Thursday, April 7, 2005
2-4 p.m.
C.F. Gayles Fieldhouse
Events Center
Langston University
Langston, Ok

Sponsored by M.B.Tolson Black Heritage
Center and Student Activities

Langston University
Hwy. 33, Sanford Hall, Rm. 318
Ph: 405-466-3296
Email:LUGazette@yahoo.com
Crystal Perkins Stell

Toschia

Jihad

Send story ideas to
LUGazette@yahoo.com

Send calendar submissions to
LUCalendar@yahoo.com

LU

More Info: B. Black 466-3239,
C. Perkins Stell 3326, T. Beasley 2998

Tuesday, April 12 @7:13 p.m.
in the I.W Young Auditorium
Admission is $1

LU Voices
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A shout out to a dear friend: The late Johnny L. Cochran Jr.
Oct. 2, 1937-March 29, 2005

M

“I didn’t know too much about
y dear Langstonites, the purpose of my 149th edition of what a lawyer did, or how he
Chapy’s Corner is to celebrate the worked, but I knew that if one man
life of a dear friend, the late Johnnie could cause this great stir, then the
L. Cochran, (Oct. 2 1937—d. March law must be a wondrous thing,”
29, 2005). Cochran, a legendary at- Cochran said in his autobiographitorney, outstanding humanitarian, cal book “A Lawyer’s Life.” “I
and a devout Christian, passed read everything I could find about
away at his Los Angeles home on Thurgood Marshall and confirmed
March 29 from a brain tumor. He that a single dedicated man could
use the law to change society.”
was 67.
After graduating from the UniI had the pleasure of meeting
and serving as a consultant to The versity of California at Los AngePeople of California versus les (UCLA), Cochran earned a law
Orenthal James
Simpson, in
which Cochran
served
as
Simpson’s lawBy Dr. Eric Anthony Joseph
Chaplain
yer, in 1994.
Coleman Heritage Center
Cochran was
a legal superstar even before he helped clear degree from Loyola Marymount
O.J. Simpson during his sensational University. He spent two years in
murder trial in which Cochran ut- the Los Angeles city attorney’s
tered the famous quote “If it office before establishing his own
practice.
doesn’t fit, you must acquit.”
In 1966, Cochran founded the
After the Simpson trial, Cochran
stepped out of the criminal trial law firm of Cochran, Atkins and
arena, concentrating instead on Evans, and earned a reputation as
civil matters. For a time, he repre- an outstanding trial lawyer.
sented high-profile athletes and Cochran briefly became a special
music stars in contract matters, in- assistant to the Los Angeles
cluding Michael Jackson, Tupac County district attorney in the
Shakur, Sean “Puffy” Combs, and 1970s, setting up a unit to prosecute
domestic violence cases.
Snoop Dogg.
In 1981, he returned to the priWith his colorful suits and ties,
his gift for courtroom oratory and vate practice of law under the firm
memorable phrases, Cochran was name Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr., Inc.
a vivid addition to the pantheon of He is the only attorney in Los Angeles to receive both the “Criminal
great American lawyers.
However, who was Johnnie L. Trial Lawyer of the Year Award” and
the “Civil Trial Lawyer of the Year
Cochran, Jr.?
Cochran was born in Shreve- Award.” By 1995, after the Simpson
port, La., on Oct. 2, 1937. He came trial, Cochran had built his firm into
to Los Angeles with his family in a personal injury giant with more
1949. In the 1950s, he became one than 100 lawyers and offices
of two dozen Black students inte- around the country.
Flamboyant in public, Cochran
grated into Los Angeles High
School. Even as a child he loved to kept his private life shrouded in
argue, and in high school he ex- secrecy. However, when some of
his startling secrets became public
celled in debate.
He idolized Thurgood Marshall, following a 1978 divorce. For inthe attorney who persuaded the stance, his first marriage to his colU.S. Supreme Court to outlaw lege sweetheart, Barbara Berry, proschool segregation in the 1954 duced two daughters, Melodie and
Brown vs. Board of Education de- Tiffany. During their divorce, it
cision, and eventually became the came to light that for ten years
Supreme Court’s first Black justice. Cochran had secretly maintained a

Chapy’s Corner

“second family,” which included a
son that bears his name. When the
latter relationship soured, his mistress, Patricia Sikora, sued him for
alimony and the case was settled
privately in 2004.
Cochran has established several
scholarships that include the
Johnnie L. Cochran, Sr. Scholarship
for UCLA African-American
males, a scholarship at the University of New Mexico School of Law,

and the Southern University
School of Law Scholarship. He has
also funded several community development projects: the Cochran
Villa, a 10-unit, low-income family
housing complex; the Johnnie L.
Cochran, Jr. Academy of Legal
Studies and Community Service in
East Orange, New Jersey; and the
Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr. Center for
Early Learning at Second Baptist
Church in Los Angeles, Calif.,

where he was a member for over 50
years.
Cochran is survived by his wife,
Dale, his elderly father, Johnnie L.
Cochran, Sr., and three successful
adult children: Melodie, Tiffany,
and Jonathan.
Dr. Eric Anthony Joseph was born
and raised in Los Angeles, Calif. He is in
his eighth year as an assistant professor
and chaplain at Langston University. For
further information, you may contact
Dr. Joseph at (405) 466-2901 or e-mail
him at: eajoseph@lunet.edu

NFL football becoming
the new national pastime
BY CHUKUMA BELLE A.K.A INTALEK OF UNDEVCO MAGAZINE

N

o sport has a greater following in the United States
than National Football League
(NFL) football. As far as television ratings are concerned, the
Super Bowl is the most watched
show in America every year.
The last five years have been
some of the most exciting and
dramatic years the league has
ever seen. Particular trends have
occurred in the player market
aspect of the game, such as the
recent influx of Black quarterbacks, and the changes in the
desired sizes and talents for various positions. This new kind of
game play has spawned innovative and team specific styles of
coaching around the league. To
assist those who may not be as
familiar with the game, or simply
wish to deepen their understanding, sports analysts can be found
on various television channels
breaking down aspects of the
strategies and abilities of each
team.
The NFL has grown immensely due to major network
and cable television affiliates,
such as CBS, FOX, and ESPN.
Coincidentally, the NFL receives
more media attention on ESPN

during its regular season than any
other sports league in the world.
There have been several stories
and rivalries worthy of media attention in recent years. Fan interest and
support have been reinforced by
the number of talented players coming into the league out of the college ranks. Exciting, young competitors are bringing more ability to
their positions than ever before. Allstar caliber players, such as Peyton
Manning, Randy Moss, and Ray
Lewis, have redefined their positions early on in their careers, while
others like Michael Vick have totally changed theirs altogether.
Vick, a 22 year old phenomenon,
brought a whole new dimension to
the quarterback position with his
vision, passing, and scrambling
abilities, leading many to believe he
may some day be the greatest
player the NFL has ever seen.
Quarterback Kurt Warner rose
from the depths of obscurity to acquire a starting role and take his
team to a Super Bowl win after wide
receiver Kevin Dyson stopped at
the one yard line on the last play of
the game. Tom Brady replaced an
injured Drew Bledsoe to take a formerly sub-par New England Patriots team to three Super Bowl ap-

pearances in four years, drawing
comparisons to Joe Montana.
Barry Sanders retired after posting
a 2,000 yard rushing season in his
final year because his team refused
to trade him. All-American Ohio
State running back Maurice Clarrett
made headlines by coming out on
the losing end in the first of what
will likely be many legal battles
against the NFL’s entrance policies.
And few will forget Terrell Owens’
infamous ball signing and
cheerleading, or Torry Holt’s cell
phone call in the end zone (roaming charges?).
Amongst all the drama in the
NFL, the game itself continues to
change as well. Retired coaches,
such as Bill Parcells and Joe Gibbs,
have come out of retirement in order to try their hand at the game
one more time. Many coaches like
Parcells and Gibbs are also given
general managing opportunities so
they can have greater control over
what type of personnel they bring
into the organizations they coach.
More individual rivalries are heating up due to free-agency and other
transactions around the league.
The “dink-and-dunk” system of
passing has developed successful
quarterbacks, including
please see “NFL football” pg.5

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers whose names appear with the articles and are not necessarily those
of the Gazette, Langston University or any of its administrators and/or governing bodies. Letters to the editor are
welcomed from any individual officially connected with Langston University. They should be neatly typed, double spaced
and signed by the person writing the letter. All letters, along with a copy on disk or cd, should be personally brought to the
Gazette office located in Sanford Hall, Room 318. The Gazette retains the right to edit, accept and/or reject items deemed
to be contrary to the best interest of the publication, Langston University and/or any of its governing bodies.
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Thomas Flagg re-elected to key position Who’s the cutest of them all?
BY AKIA DOUGLAS

Beta Upsilon host Delta Cutie Pageant

T

homas J. Flagg, a senior music education major, was re-elected as
Junior Province Vice Polemarch of the Alpha Pi Chapter of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
As Junior Province Vice Polemarch he serves as the spokesman for
the undergraduates of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. If there is a problem with members getting their credentials, hazing, or anything regarding
undergraduates, then it goes through him first.
Flagg is excited about being able to serve another year as Junior Vice
Polemarch.
“At first I wanted to run because I was new to the organization and it
was a good way to network and learn more about the fraternity,” said
Flagg. “It was also a vessel for me to voice undergraduates’ concerns
and bridge the gap between alumni and undergraduates.”
Flagg sees this experience as a way to travel and a chance to meet and
know the rest of his brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Mr. Langston,
kept telling me that I was going to
win, but I just tried to stay humble.
I knew, but I didn’t know at the
same time.”
Johnson, who is also the reigning Mr. Debonair, plans to use the
opportunity to become even more
active on campus.
“I feel that being Mr. Langston

continued from pg. 1

has given me the authority to make
the most of my platform, ‘saving our
men, preserving our future,’” said
Johnson. “The conduct of men is
steadily slipping. Our men here at
Langston are just doing a lot of stuff
that is just not necessary and we do
a lot to get them here but not enough
to keep them here. So I want to do

TATYANA-LASHAY JOHNSON

T

he theme of this year’s Delta
Cutie Pageant, “I know I can,”
gives an indication of how adorable children can be. The pageant,

once they grew up. Their different
aspirations included becoming a
teacher, an author, a princess, a
singer, and becoming rich like the

Thomas Flagg
as much as I can, like hosting a
scared straight seminar, or an etiquette ball—anything that can
help.”
Graham feels that Johnson is the
perfect person to take over the title.
“By watching him through the pageantry process, I feel that he was a
good choice.”

photo by De’ Shawn Saffold

Participants in the 2nd Annual Delta Cutie Pageant.

photo by De’ Shawn Saffold

The 2005 Mr. Langston Scholarship Pageant featured four contestants: (l-r) Jasen Johnson,a sophomore
agribusiness major from Shawnee, Okla.; Gregory Thompson, a senior English education major from New Orleans, Marv Johnson (crowned Mr. Langston), a sophomore biology major from Oklahoma City, Okla.; and
LaMarcus Goss, a junior business management major from Vallejo, Calif.

sponsored by the Beta Upsilon
chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., was held on Thursday,
March 31 at 7 p.m. in the Annie
Laurie Coleman Chapel.
Particpants included Nasir
Muhammad, 2; Re’ahnna Irish, 4;
Anizah Haynie, 5; Makya Stell, 4;
Selena Mendoza, 5; and Mya
Coleman, 5.
The Delta Cutie Pageant required parent participation. Each
parent was asked to attend all practices, a developing a healthy child
seminar, a parent’s night out, and
a child development program.
“The pageant went very well. I
was surprised to see how involved the parents were. Each
parent really played a good part
in preparing the children,” said
Shekeeta Taylor, a member of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.
The “most dedicated” award
was given to Tameca Burkhalter,
Nasir’s mother, and a junior nursing major from Tulsa, Okla.
“I made sure I involved myself
throughout the pageant. It was
very time consuming, but I liked
how the pageant turned out,” said
Burkhalter.
During the pageant each child
stated what they wanted to be

Brats.
The chapel was full of people
waiting to see what each child
would bring to the competition,
especially during the talent portion.
Talents included singing, dancing, speaking in Spanish, and reciting a poem.
“I was impressed with the
children’s talent,” said Taylor.
All of the children won an award.
Nasir won the best Sunday dressed
award, Mya won the most photogenic award, Makya was the winner of the talent competition, and
the winner of the pageant was
Selena.
“I had fun doing the pageant and
it was easy. I knew I would win,”
said Selena.
“I am so happy that I feel like
crying. She worked with her sister
Marzett to prepare herself for the
pageant,” said Ronda Mendoza,
Selena’s mother.
Taylor was happy that this
year’s pageant was a success.
“The Ladies of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority would like to thank
all of the parents who were involved and to let all of the contestants know that they are all considered to be Delta Cuties,” said
Taylor.

Publicize your events in the LU Calendar for free! Send an email with full
details about the event to LUCalendar@yahoo.com.

Sports Den
Track team starts outdoor season strong
BY JAMUEL WALLACE

T

he Langston Outdoor Track
and Field Team participated
in their first outdoor meet of the
season at the Bison Relays in
Shawnee at Oklahoma Baptist
University this past Saturday.
On the women’s side, Tasia
Galbreath finished second in the
100-meter dash with a time of
12:57, while Trenesha Foreman
finished third with a time of 12:83.
Darnesha Sellers finished first in
the 200-meter dash with a time of
24:68, and third in the 400-meter
with a time of 58:34. All-American Brandee Means finished second in the 400-meter dash with a
time of 58:31.
The 400-relay team, comprised of Foreman, Galbreath,
Sellers, and Tatiana Simon, finished first with a time of 48:79.
Foreman, Galbreath, Means,
and Simon finished second in the
1600-meter relay with a time of
photo by Jimmie Hilliard
3:56:31.
On the men’s side, James Hall Lions high jumper Monique Carroll soars during her high jump attempt at
finished first in the 100 and 200- the Bison Relays this past Saturday in Shawnee, Okla.
meter dash with times of 10.83 and
21.37.
Nate Williams set a school
record in the 3,000 Steeple Chase
when he finished third with a time
of 12:10.
Charles Loftis finished first in
the high jump with a jump of 6-4
and second in the 110-meter
hurdles with a time of 14:91.
The team of Jamaal Moore,
Jonathan Montgomery, Lamar
Dewberry, and Hall finished first
in the 4x100-meter relay with a
time of 41:86.
In the 1,600-relay the team of
Hall, Marcus Hedge, Montgomery, and Akeem Lavoll finished
second with a time of 3:19:30.
The Lions next outdoor meet
will be in Edmond at the Ray
photo by Jimmie Hilliard
Vaughn Classic located at Oklahoma Christian University. The Akeem Lavoll and Nate Williams run side by side during the 400-meter
meet starts at 10 a.m.
dash this past Saturday at the Bison Relays in Shawnee, Okla.

Calling All Potential Lady Lions! The Lady Lions invite all female student athletes wishing to
showcase their basketball talent to come to the C. Felton Gayles Fieldhouse on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. All participants must bring a current copy of their physical, an
unoffical transcript, and proof of insurance. All participants must sign a waiver form to play.
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Fans invited to watch
Lions’ football practice

Fans of the Lions’ Football Team are invited to come out to their
football practice and watch them prepare for the 2005 football season.
Practice is held Monday through Thursday from about 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
in back of the football stadium.

photo by Chaz Kyser

Two players face off in the “Oklahoma Drill” during practice.

photo by Chaz Kyser

Offense faces off against defense as the Lions practice a play.

NFL football,

continued from pg. 3

Rich Gannon, Tom Brady and Kurt Warner.
All of the greatest running backs in the NFL are also great receivers.
Unlike previous years, running backs such as Marshall Faulk, Priest
Holmes, and LaDanian Tomlinson are as much of a threat to defenses in
the passing game as they are in the running game. Defenses are paying
more attention to faster linemen and linebackers. Offenses are taking
advantage of smaller cornerbacks by drafting taller, more physical wide
receivers like Randy Moss and Roy Willliams. Quarterbacks are becoming more mobile and agile in order to scramble for extra yardage or escape nimble defenders.
As the NFL grows beyond the NBA and dwarfs Major League Baseball (MLB) and the National Hockey League (NHL), new generations of
talented competitors are coming into play. As younger, smarter and faster
players continue to revolutionize the game, the NFL will continue to
change. With the amount of different responsibilities players will face in
order to compete with new blood, the game’s play and strategy will be
shaped alongside it, bringing aspects to the game never seen before.
There is no longer an NHL hockey season, baseball is in turmoil over
steroids, and an NBA finals team almost always includes Shaquille O’Neal.
With all this in mind, it’s easy to see why the NFL is the big show in sports.
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Nominations sought for 2005
Higher Education Hall of Fame

T

he nominating period for the
annual Higher Education Hall
of Fame is now open and nominations are invited prior to the April
15, 2005 deadline.
To be eligible for induction, individuals must have been employed by one or more institutions
of higher learning in Oklahoma for
a minimum of 10 years. Others who
have performed outstanding service, beyond financial contributions to one institution, may also
be considered.

Over the last eleven years, over
100 individuals—living and
dead—have been recognized with
this premier honor. Last year, some
500 of the state’s higher education
leaders were present as Governor
Henry presided over the ceremony
and dinner.
The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be held on Oct. 18, 2005
at the National Cowboy Museum
in Oklahoma City.
A nomination form may be obtained by contacting the Oklahoma

First marriage,
history to exchange wedding vows
in the Drs. John William and Annie
Laurie Coleman Heritage Center.
The ceremony was led by Dr. Eric
A. Joseph, a chaplain and a recent
newlywed himself, Dr. Samuel R.
Craig, and Rev. Cecil E. McCurdy.
Although the ceremony only lasted
for about 30 minutes, the memory
of their union will last a lifetime.
Both Hanley and Adams began
their matriculation at dear Langston
back in the fall of 1998. They had a
few classes together, and Hanley
noticed that Adams was “so beautiful.” Although Adams had a significant other at the time, her best
friend, Shuwanna Gilliam, a junior
nursing major from Tulsa, Oklahoma, encouraged her to pay more
attention to Hanley.
Adams and Gilliam have been
best friends since kindergarten, so
naturally, Gilliam wanted what she
thought was best for her friend.
“I had come to Langston University in the fall of ’99, I think it was,
and I had seen Di’Marco myself
and thought he was a fine looking
young man. He seemed very mature and everything, so I would always tell my friend, ‘Dee Dee, look
at him, look at him,’” said Gilliam.
But it all fell on deaf ears. Adams
graduated in the spring of 2002 and
moved to Sacramento, Calif. to begin a new life; her best friend took
some time off from school to start
her own life as a mother and a new
wife. Meanwhile, Hanley stayed at
the LU and continued to pursue his
bachelor’s degree in business.

Higher Education Heritage Society
by telephone at 405-522-5248, ext.
222, or by email at ohehs@okhistory.mus.ok.us The form contains specific information to be
completed as well as instructions
as to the required format of the
nomination. Dr. Dan Hobbs, president of the Oklahoma Higher Education Heritage Society, said that
the review of nominations
will begin in late April.
For more information, contact
Tara Gilliland at the Heritage Society.

continued from pg. 1

While walking on the yard one
day last September, Hanley had a
chance encounter with Gilliam, who
had returned to the LU to finish up
her coursework in the nursing program. Even though a few years had
passed since he last saw Adams,
Hanley jumped at the opportunity
to inquire about the young lady
that captured his heart some time
ago.
“Di’Marco would always ask me
about De’Metria,” said Gilliam,
“and during that time she had a
boyfriend. But that didn’t work out.
The reason why it didn’t work out
was because those two were supposed to be together. So, when she
was free, I let him know that she
was single and he needed to get
with the program.”
Hanley said that he called
Adams immediately, and the rest,
as they say, is history.
After only a six-month courtship,
they got engaged over Christmas
break last semester, and made plans
to get married on July 2. Though
their decision to get married
seemed sudden to some, Adams
felt the timing was perfect.
“I don’t feel like Marco rushed
me at all. I had been praying for the
Lord to give me clarification about
love and relationships and I felt like
he answered me through Marco.
He’s a good man and I feel blessed
to have found him again.”
So after they obtained their marriage license last Wednesday morning, Hanley and Adams realized
there was no point in prolonging

the inevitable.
“The sun, moon and stars were
aligned and plus, we met at
Langston. Today was a great day;
we got our marriage license at 9:30
this morning and we got married
by 4 p.m.,” said Hanley, “By 4 a.m.
we’ll be headed to Aurora, Colo.,
where we will make our home.”
But according to Adams, there
was a little more to it than just what
her new husband revealed.
“And Marco just didn’t want to
shack up. He was like ‘I’m not doing that.’ He wanted us to get married here, before we lived together
in Denver. But we are having another wedding on July 2 in Tulsa.
We wanted to be right in God’s
eyes,” she said.
The couple encourage students
looking for love to have faith.
“Pay attention to all the signs in
your life; don’t mess up any friendships that you might have or make
in college…if you really truly care
about somebody, don’t let anything alter it, just keep living your
life and you may see them again.
When you do, you better take advantage, ‘cause you never know
what God is gonna do,” said
Hanley, a 2004 graduate and former
assistant for the president’s office.
His new wife agrees wholeheartedly.
“Be optimistic; as long as you’re
doing right in God’s sight, you can
never go wrong,” she said.

Congrats D i ’ M a r c o a n d D e ’ M e t r i a

News to Know
COMPILED BY JESSICA P. LOWE

Relationship Controversy Stems from Cousins’ Marriage
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—Two first cousins tied the knot in Maryland last month after realizing they had a deeper love and wanted to
wed. “This is a decision me and my husband have made on our
own,” said Eleanor Andrews, 37. “We never thought of it being
publicized.” Such marriages are common in the Middle East, Asia,
and Africa and are legal in Europe and Canada.
Burial Plans Announced for Pope
Vatican City—On Tuesday Vatican officials said they intend to bury
Pope John Paul II in the former grave of Pope John XXII in the grotto
beneath St. Peter’s Basilica. The pope gave no indication of where
he wanted to be buried other than in the Vatican.
U.S. Soldier Killed by Car Bomb in Iraq
Baghdad, Iraq—Two car bombs erupted simultaneously Tuesday
morning killing a U.S. soldier and injuring at least six others. The
blast also damaged nearby homes and military vehicles.
Professor Linked to Pro-Nazi Group has Been Fired
Teaneck, New Jersey— An adjunct history professor at Fairleigh
Dickinson University who hosts a web cast program called “White
Viewpoint,” has been dismissed for missing too many days of classes.
The professor, Jacques Pluss, 51, said he was absent a total of three
days and all of his absences were excused with a doctor’s note. The
professor acknowledged that he is a member of the National Socialist Movement, a pro-Nazi group. “What I suspect is somebody on
campus discovered I crossed the line of political correctness,” Pluss
said.
TV Influences Child Bullying
Chicago, Illinois—A U.S. study recently found that the more TV 4year-old children watch, the more likely they are to become bullies
later in school. According to research leader Frederick Zimmerman,
bullying is “added to the list of potential negative consequences of
excessive television viewing along with obesity, inattention, and
other types of aggression.”
Patriot Act Defended by Attorney General
Washington—Top law enforcement officials in the Bush administration urged Congress to renew every provision of the anti-terror Patriot Act. Attorney general, Alberto Gonzales, said that some of the
most controversial provisions of the Patriot Act have been proven
insignificant in fighting terrorism and in assisting other investigations. He wants Congress to expand the FBI’s administrative subpoena powers, which allow the bureau to obtain records without
approval by a judge or a grand jury.

Summer Jobs Available:
Langston’s Transportation Center of
Excellence has summer jobs available
for the Summer Transportation
Institute. They are looking for two
female and two male students
counselors. Applicants will need a
copy of their academic transcripts, a
resume, a letter of interest, and two
letters of recommendation.The deadline
is Friday, April 15,2005. For more
information contact Carla Dodd at 405962-1679 or fax your information to
405-962-1675 or email your
information to cld@lunet.edu
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Choosing where to live
C

hoosing
where
to
live is yet another decision
graduation often demands us to
make. Do we stay put for a while,
move back to our hometown, to a
city we’re familiar with, or one we’ve
just seen on a map?
If you are thinking about moving to an entirely new city for career-related reasons then applaud
yourself for your bravery. It takes
guts and a lot of faith to move somewhere new. Apparently the United
States is filled with a lot of brave
people. According to the Census
Bureau, approximately five to six
million people move each year to
pursue job opportunities.
There will be pros and cons to
any move you make, whether it is
across town or across the nation.
Before you decide on taking that
leap of faith make sure you’ve done
your research on the city. Consider
the following factors:

1. The People
If the first thing you want to
know before you go anywhere is
“how many Black folks are there?”
then you may find yourself miserable in a city where you can go days
without seeing a Black face. Check
out the city’s demographics and
when you visit make a point of going by places you would normally
spend your free time. It doesn’t
make much sense to move to a
place that doesn’t have more than
a handful of people you would feel
comfortable spending your free
time with. Find out the following
before you start packing your bags:
√ The racial breakdown of the
city.
√ The male to female ratio.
√ Age demographics.

2. Cost of Living
If the salary you’re offered in a
certain city seems unusually high,
chances are it’s not just because
they like you—the cost of living
may be exceptionally high. This
means that the salary you receive
may have less spending power
than that offered by another company in a different city. Before moving to a city you know little about
compare the prices of certain
things you know you’ll need and
have to pay for. What about the
following?
√ Housing, including hotels and
motels.
√ Car insurance and gas.

√ Tax rates,
including
state, local,
and propadvice for the graduating senior
erty taxes.
√ Utilities,
By Chaz Foster-Kyser
including
journalism instructor
electricity,
water, gas,
and phone service.
mate follows the normal pattern of
√ Food at grocery stores, fast food having a spring, summer, fall, and
winter. But think about how happy
places, and restaurants.
you would be if you moved to one
3. The Job Market
How long you’ll stay with a par- of those cities that stays extraorditicular company is uncertain. If you narily cold, hot or rainy for longer
move to a city just because of a job than just three months.

Now What?

offer it’s important to know that
there will be other job opportunities in that same city should you
decide to quit that job, but stay in
the same location. Call the city’s
local Chamber of Commerce to find
out the following:
√ How many companies like the
one you may work for are in the
city?
√ What’s the average salary for
your occupation in the city?
√ What’s the unemployment rate?
Is the rate high in your field?
√ Is there growth in your field?

4. Housing
Will you be able to afford the
type of residence you want? How
much does the average one or twobedroom apartment cost? How
about a three-bedroom house? Will
you be able to stay close to where
you work or will you have to waste
a lot of gas getting there because
the apartments and houses surrounding it are too expensive?
Whether you have your own
place or share a residence, housing costs can take a huge chunk
out of your salary. The average
cost of a one-bedroom apartment
can vary by as much as a thousand
dollars depending on what city and
neighborhood you live in. The salary you receive should allow you
to afford a low to moderately priced
apartment in a relatively safe neighborhood, preferably no more than
thirty miles from your job.

5. Climate
What is each season in the city
normally like? Does the city regularly suffer from droughts, hurricanes, tornadoes or earthquakes?
Think about your climate preferences and the city’s average climate. Luckily, most US city’s cli-

6. Crime

What is the crime rate in the city
and in the neighborhood you plan
to live? What types of crimes occur most and how many of them
are against women? Talk to a police officer and people in the community about how safe they feel
living there. At nighttime visit the
neighborhoods you are considering living in.
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What’s the Word?
What did you think about the
April Fool’s Edition of the Gazette?

“I took it as a joke because I saw
the disclaimer. . . although there
was some truth behind some of
the articles.”
Erma Davis, junior
business finance major
Oklahoma City

“It was full of scandals and shenanigans. Thumbs up!”

7. Education
Will you be able to pursue another degree in this city? Are the
colleges or universities the city has
ones that you would want to and
can afford to attend? You never
know when you will get the urge to
get another degree or just take
some interesting classes—you
might hate having to commute to
another city to do this.
8. Recreation/Entertainment
Are there an adequate amount
of malls, movie theaters, museums,
night clubs, restaurants, parks and
libraries to fit your taste? Will you
be able to pursue the activities you
enjoy in the city or does it seem
like you would have more fun at
home on a Saturday? You don’t
want to be bored out of your mind
in a city, regardless of the money
you’re making. While you don’t
have to live in a major city that has
tons to do at all hours, staying somewhere that has enough recreation
and entertainment spots to fit your
needs is important.
Chaz Foster-Kyser is a journalism
instructor and newspaper advisor at
Langston University. The articles in the
“Now What?” column are taken from
a book she has written, “Embracing the
Real World: The Black Woman’s Guide
to Life After College.” Questions/comments on this article can be emailed to
cjkyser@lunet.edu.

R. Bobby Turner, sophomore
music education major
Detroit, Mich.

“I think that it was a good joke
because it shows that the school
has a sense of humor. But that
part about the weed has to be
true. Overall, they got me.”
Jessica Rooters, freshman
criminal justice major
Stockton, Calif.

“When I first saw the paper I
started laughing. I knew it was a
joke, but I know a few people
who thought it was real. It was a
good joke to pull.”
Shenita Brown, freshman
criminal justice major
Stockton, Calif.

COMPILED BY DE’SHAWN SAFFOLD, GAZETTE PHOTOGRAPHER
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Ongoing
Events
Free tax help is being offered from the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and
Tax Counseling for Elderly (TCE). There is
no charge for this service. Meetings will be
held from now until April 13. You can ask
questions Monday and Wednesday from
1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m., or on Tuesday from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Moore Hall, room 203.
More information: call Dr. Wede Brounell at
ext. 3473.
The Langston University College Republicans will have meetings every Tuesday at 6
p.m. in the Agricultural Building Conference
Room. More information: contact Martyn
William Bridgeman at 466-4182.
A female Sexual Assault Survivors Group
will be held on Thursdays from 3 to 4 p.m. in
the Professional Counseling Center, Rm.
104. More information: call 466-3401.
The Psychology Club will have meetings
each first and last Thursday of the month.
The meetings will take place in Rm. 218W in
Sanford Hall at 11 a.m. More information:
contact Charles Perry, president, at ext. 4875.
Free AIDS testing is available the first
Wednesday of the month at the Langston
University’s Clinic, located on the 1st floor
in the University Women Building.
The Langston Chapter of LUNAA will have
monthly meeting in the Research and Extension Building in Rm. 105S. National dues
are $50.00 and local dues are $25.00.
The Langston University Association of
Black Journalists (LUABJ) hold meetings
every Wedneday at 4 p.m. in Sanford Hall,
Rm. 310W. More information: call Dr. Karen
M. Clark, ext. 3297, or Steve Jackson at (405)
834-4829.
The Lady Lions invite all female student athletes wishing to showcase their basketball
talent to come to the C. Felton Gayles
Fieldhouse on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. All participants must
bring a current copy of their physical, an
unoffical transcript, and proof of insurance.
All participants must sign a waiver form to
play.
“College Hill II,” featuring eight Langston
students, airs every Thursday at 8 p.m. on
BET. Tune in every week to see what wild,
crazy, and wild antics the crew is up to.

LU Calendar
Lion of the Week
Bonita Franklin
BY MICKI BIDDLE

B

onita Franklin, the director of choral activities at Langston University, has a lot to look
back on considering the
interesting and educational journey she has
traveled to get to where
she is today.
Franklin, an Oklahoma
City native, began her journey at Oklahoma City University where she majored
in music education with a
piano emphasis. From
there, she achieved her
master’s degree from Central State, which is known
now as the University of
Central Oklahoma. Her emphasis there was choral.
Franklin’s first teaching
job was at Star Spencer in
Oklahoma City where she worked for a year before leaving to teach at U.S. Grant High
School for six years. Next, she taught on a higher level at Cameron University in
Lawton, Okla. During this time a friendly push came from her department chair who
suggested that she begin pursuing her doctorate.
“He said he wouldn’t renew my contract unless I started my doctorial, so I did,”
Franklin said. “It was really the push I needed.”
In 1996 there were many relatively young doctorial staff at the University of Oklahoma and Franklin was encouraged to get her doctorate there. Her employers at
Cameron allowed her to take a paid sabbatical for one year to focus on achieving her
degree. She was luckily enough to receive a scholarship, a teaching assistantship,
and a tuition waiver.
“That was really a financial blessing. I got all that help while also receiving a partial
salary from Cameron,” said Franklin. “I also auditioned and got some vocal scholarships. I really try and encourage students who may be thinking about graduate
school to do it now! It’s so much easier than trying to work and go to school.”
In August of 1999, Franklin was working on recitals and key performances at
Cameron when a friend contacted her and told her to fax a resume to apply for the
director of choral activities position at Langston University. She was hired for the
position and has been a Langston Lion ever since!
Franklin considers Langston a family tradition. Her mother spent her freshman
year here and her sister received her bachelor’s degree from Langston.
“All my life I have been coming to Langston’s homecomings,” Franklin said. “So,
when I was able to come here and teach, I thought, ‘wow, my life has really come fullcircle.’”
Franklin enjoys working with students and if there was one message that she
would like to get out to Langston University’s public, it would be to participate in the
choir.
“We are always looking for singers. You don’t have to sing like you are ready for
Carnegie Hall, but all we ask is that you bring your own bucket to carry a tune in!”
Franklin said.
“Singing is like riding a bike. Once you do it, you never forget. You just have to get
the cobwebs out, get that muscle back into use and the breathing back into use and
POP, it’s there!”

Immediate
Events
Kappa Week is April 3-9. On Wednesday,
April 6, the Kappa 1st Top Model event will
be held in the multi-purpose building at 7:11
p.m. The cost is $1. On Thursday, April 7, a
Tribute To A Black Women will be held in
the I. W. Young Auditorium at 7:11 p.m. On
Friday, April 8, the Kappas are having a
Talent Show in the I. W. Young Auditorium
at 7:11 p.m. After the talent show a Pajama
Party will be held in the multipurpose
building. The cost is $2 with pajamas, $3
without. On Saturday, April 9, a Nupe Beach
Party will be held at the Langston Lake
starting a 1 p.m., and then an off-campus
party will be held in Edmond at Lumpy’s,
located on SE 15th & Broadway. The cost is
$5 before 11p.m.

April 6
The 2005 Teachers’ Career Fair, hosted
by the Office of Assessment and Career
Services and the School of Behavioral
Science, will be held on Wed., April 6 from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the multipurpose building.
Professional attire is required for entry. For
more info contact Rachel Sagini at ext. 3240
or James Wallace at ext. 3462
An Alpha Chi general body meeting will be
held on Wed., April 6 in the Scholar’s Inn
Clubhouse at 5 p.m. For info on t-shirt
orders contact Christal Carpenter at ext.
4357, Marquita Rowland at ext. 4115, or Mrs.
Keith at ext. 3371.
The National Association of Black
Accountants (NABA) General Body
Meeting will be held noon on Wed., April 6
in Moore Hall, Rm. 306. Business majors
are asked to join the organization.

April 7
Authors will be appearing live and in person
on Thurs., April 7 in the C.F Gayle’s
Fieldhouse.

Tuesday, April 13
The Miss Jabberwock Scholarship Pageant:
Body & Soul, hosted by the Beta Upsilon
chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Inc., will be
held on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:13 p.m. in the
I.W Young Auditorium. Admission is $1

April 13, 14,15 and 16
The play “Porgy and Bess,” will be held in
the I.W. Young Auditorium on April 13, 14,
and 15 at 7:30 p.m., and on April 16 at 2 p.m.
EVENTS COMPILED BY BRIDGETTE JONES

